
WASTE DITCH
Tn UJHOl"l IT MAY CONCERNT

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT I JAC}{ H. COBURN HAVE BEEN
ACOUAINTED hIITH THE WASTE DITCH THAT RUNS DOt^tN THE NORTH SIDE
OF THE LAND I:.NOWN AS THE WILL RICHARDSON LAND FOR 0VER THIRTY
YEARS. I OFERATED THE LAND A5 RENTER AND OWNER AND NOW FORMER
AWNER. I HAVE HAD MANY EXFHRIENCES TO LEAVE NO AUESTION IN MY
MIND THAT THIS WAS THE WASTE DITCH.

I WAs A BOARD I"IEI'IBER FOR THE IRRIGATION COMFANY FCIR A
NUI"IBER OF YEARS. WHEN YNU HIRED sOI'IEONE LIKE ED NILSON OR
GCILDEN SORENSEN TO CLEAN AND BURN THE DITCHES THEY WOULD ALh'AYS
SAY DB YOU WANT US TG CLEAN THE IJASTE DITCH I"IEANING THIS DITCH.
IF IN THE SUMI'IER YOU HAD A CLOUD BURST I]R EXTRA HEAVY RAIN IT
WOULD ALWAYS BE SENT DOWN THAT WAY. THEY WOULD TURN OFF OTHER
DITCHES, LIKE THE HANSEN DITCH AND IT WOULD FLOBD CLEAR ACROSS
THE BOTTOI'I CIF I'tY FIELD, IF I ASKED THE NEIGHDCIR WHY THEY SENT
rT ALL D0WN oN ME THEY SAY"'THATS THE tlAsTE DITCH," THIS GoT To
BE SUCH A FROELEM THAT I FINALLY WATCHED THE DITCH TB sEE ITs
CAFACITY AND I I'IARI4ED THE STEEL HEADGATE AND BROUGHT IT UP TO
I'IY SHOP AND CUT' IT BFF SO THAT IT WOULD ACT AS A SPILLWAY WHENIT GCIT TCIO HIGH FOR THE DITCH TO CARRY IT THE OTHER WAY. IF
NECESSARY I^JE COULD FROEABLY FIND THE HEADGATE THAT I cUT OFF To
SFILL THE WATER DOWN THE I{ASTE DITCH. DAVID WEEI{S WCIULD SELDOH
TAKE HIs TURN A5 HE GOT ENOUGH DOWN THE WASTE DITtrH,

AS FAR AS SUBEINC THE LAND ACROSS THE STREET A FERSON
WOULDN'T HAVE HAD TCI BEEN DRY EEHIND THE EARS TCICI MANY YEARS TO
REf'IEI'IBER WHEN SAM MERRILL WOULD FUT CATTLE IN THERE AND FEED
THEM AND FART CIF THE TIME THEY WOULD BE IN HUD UP TB THEIR
KNEES NEXT TO THE FEED I"IANGER. IF I'4Y CATTLE GBT AWAY I DIDN'T
WANT TO EO IN THERE AND GET'IN THE HUD, THIS PROBLEM IS NOT NEW
AS THIS HAS ALI^JAYS BEEN A h,ASTE DITCH.

SINCERELY
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